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Intersections

Principles:   Intersections, by definition and history, are the 
natural gathering places in a community. It is these places where 
social exchange came naturally, and was optimized. These inter-
sections became the natural nexus, life, soul and identity of  a 
town. The lifeblood of  each town flowed here.  But starting in 
the 30’s, as more and more auto traffic was generated, intersec-
tions lost much of  their tranquility, appeal and charm. But in a 
town center, all that is changing. Intersections can still move traf-
fic and again become the focal points for social exchange, adding 
significantly to a town’s prosperity. 

Observations:  

 Fenton’s downtown intersect of  W. Shiawassee Avenue and 
S. Leroy Street can be redesigned in a way to fully change the 
feeling that one has arrived at the town center.  “Park Now and 
Come In!”  There is sufficient alternative street capacity in the 
center town to change the rules to make this intersection a quiet, 
quaint, celebration spot for the retail life of  the community.

 The intersection of  W. Shiawassee Avenue and S. Adelaide 
Street is both an important turning point for regional traffic, but 
an important place.  An engineering study is needed to determine 
if  there is a creative way to fit a more attractive and functional 
intersection design.  A flat roundabout (see photo on right page) 
should be studied for its potential here.

 The intersection of  S. Leroy Street and Mill Street should em-
ploy curb extensions. The neck should be narrowed to fourteen 
feet. This street is a rare one-way that is functional by being an 
access street to parking. It’s value as a two-way connector is not  
essential under the community’s current traffic circulation plan.

 E. Ellen Street and S. Leroy can become one of  the greatest 
new public spaces through careful design and placement of  ei-
ther a traffic circle or a roundabout. This becomes an important 
gateway into the town center.  Considering the recent history of  
Fenton, how about in the center of  the circle, a hologram of  a 
twister?  Actually, I am serious!  Out there, somewhere is an art-
ist that can learn to use vortexes, blasts of  air and smoke for an 
“Old Faithful” style of  show every 65 minutes.  It would become 
a statewide draw.

  W. Silverlake Road, Main Street and S. Leroy 
should be explored for a two-lane roundabout. 

Study Area– S. Leroy Street and Mill. Since 
this is currently a one-way, the street should be 
narrowed to a 14 foot opening. The vast new 
public realm can become a key attrraction in the 
town center, and make walking along the corridor 
far more interesting, comfortable and safe.

Below:  Lots of  unused space here can become 
part of  the magic and chemistry that brings life 
and investment to this key intersection. The group 
discussed the potential for a raised intersection 
with an appropriate buffer using bollards (4-6 foot 
extension) adding visual and functional uses.

A raised Intersection can be colorful and attractive, 
bring down speeds, yet allow full turning movements 
of  all vehicles. Bollards are typically used to create 
separate realms for people and vehicles.
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Intersections should be our best act, providing for safety and aesthetics.
As a general rule, intersections should be no wider than needed to fulfill their mission.  Many intersections are oversized, making them 
less efficient and safe.  A one-way street performs best if  openings are 14 feet at the throat. A small 15 foot radius can be used on the 
right entry, or right-out exit.  A two way street opening should generally be limited to 24-28 feet, again with a 15 foot radius. Design 
for the normal street use, and allow oversize vehicles to slow to make their turns.
Below:  Could a nearly flat roundabout work on the intersection of  W. Shiawassee Avenue and S. Adelaide Street?  An engineer-
ing study could determine if  there is a fit. This innovative model was developed for an especially tight intersection in Manitou Springs, 
Colorado. In this model, large trucks make turns by rolling fully across the super reinforced circle, while most other vehicles flow quietly 
in the circulating lane.
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Traffic Calming and Crossings

Principles:   Traffic calming is the slowing or reduction of  
motor-vehicle traffic to improve safety for pedestrians and bicy-
clists, and to improve the streetscape for the retail life of  the the 
street, its social life and all street uses streetscapes for retail life 
of  streets, social life, and other street uses. Traffic calming broad-
ens traffic engineering to include designing for life and economic 
functions. Traffic calming addresses the present while honoring 
the past. Traffic calming is the re-manufacturing of  a street that 
lived part of  its life on steroids. When streets are design solely to 
move vehicles, the social and retail functions are impaired driver’s 
behaviors. Crossings are often used with traffic calming features.   
(Photos shown on this page are of  Fenton, Michigan). 

Observations:  

 These typical Michigan streets are overly wide. Combined 
with a slight downgrade, speeds are high, and yielding behav-
ior between pedestrians and motorists is off  balance. All town 
center travel lanes should be kept to ten feet, unless special uses 
or considerations are needed. When medians are added, visual 
techniques help calm speeds.

 Curb Extensions (Bump Outs) should be added near the 
museum and the crosswalks in front of  the museum need to be 
moved out of  the driveway. Tree wells, used with curb exten-
sions, will help visually tighten the street and bring down speeds.

 Crosswalks should be a high emphasis design and a minimum 
of  10’ wide.  Some crossings are difficult to see. The crosswalk 
shown is only 6 feet wide and it is difficult to see. Consider 10 
foot markings and uniform high visibility markings throughout 
downtown.
 
 Mini-Circles on every other block of  important town center 
streets would create a strong visual attraction and slow traffic.

Crossings should be designed to 
slow traffic– Important gateways into 
downtown should feature people being in-
vited by bicycle and by foot. Each approach 
to downtown should be considered for 
gateway slowing features.  As gateways are 
added, motorists have a clear sense that they 
are entering a different, human scaled and 
human  focused place.

Crossings– Pedestrian crossings, espe-
cially when combined with other features 
- like pedestrian priority or raised surfaces, 
landscaped centers and edges, high emphasis 
markings and special signs traffic calming 
techniques.
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Capacity and Operations - Highways with paved 
shoulders can carry more traffic, as paved shoul-
ders:

1.   Provide more intersection and safe stopping sight                
      distance;
2.   Allow for easier exiting from travel lanes to side               
      streets and roads (also a safety benefit);
3.   Provide greater effective turning radius for trucks;
4.   Provide space for off-tracking of  truck’s rear wheels         
      in curved sections;
5.   Provide space for disabled vehicles;
6.   Provide space for cars to pull over when responders         
      need to get by; 
7.   Provide space for mail delivery; 
8.   Provide space for bus stops; and
9.   Provide space for bicyclists to ride at their own          
      pace. 

Maintenance - Highways with paved shoulders are 
easier to maintain, as paved shoulders:

1.			Provide structural support to the pavement;
2.   Discharge water farther from the travel lanes,          
      reducing the undermining of  the base and subgrade;
3.   Provide space for maintenance operations and            
      snow storage;
4.   Provide space for portable maintenance signs;
5.   Facilitate painting of  fog lines.
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Prioritizing and Implementing Change

Principles:   Implementing change in a downtown takes time ener-
gy, money, passion, leadership and other resources. There are always 
those who are frightened by change, or simply don’t understand 
what it means to them. At the same time, investing in the future 
of  a town center has the potential to draw a community together 
in important ways. When Hamburg, New York citizens and other 
stakeholders transformed their town center, they began a process 
that they cannot be stopped!  They created an energy, passion and 
commitment to life in their town that seems endless. They went 
well beyond their vision. They went from being number twelve out 
of  the twelve villages in the area, to number two. How did they do 
this?  And can it be repeated?  Yes.

Observations:  

 Fenton’s elected and appointed leaders and staff  turned out for 
the walking audit event, and showed a united interest to bring about 
change. This is a positive sign. Work with this energy.

 A number of   shops, especially several retail, restaurant and other 
services are doing well, and want the entire town center to come 
alive, to broaden their regional influence. Fenton’s leadership and 
staff  must reach out to the business community for input and ideas.

 Most communities that end up doing well as they bring about 
change create a collaborative, diverse, disciplined working commit-
tee. They learn to delegate, assigning task performance committees. 
They provide oversight. They share their inspirations and add more 
and more projects and events to their movement.
 
 Start with projects that can be seen, appreciated and that improve 
conditions. Start with the most visible things first. Something as 
simple as crafting new and better places to sit, better litter cans, or-
ganized and harmoneous street furniture can make a big difference.

  Set funding priorities on those features that will be most noticed. 
Use existing maintenance funds. Place higher emphasis crosswalk 
markings, a key set of  curb extensions in a gateway location, a set 
of  mini-circles.

  Find funding in existing budgets. Any public works or develop-
ment project can, and usually should, be altered to help build a bet-
ter public realm, a better streetscape.

 Work with state agencies and organizations to find new funds 
for important public works projects.  There is an amazing array of  
Stimulus, public health, arts, and other sources of  funding that are 
available to rebuild important infrastructure.

Plug any leaks– Require current and future 
public projects and development to comply 
with the downtown vision. Create public/
private partnerships that energize an excit-
ing fresh, new public realm. The plaza idea 
seemed to take hold. Act on this, on the 
historic firehouse conversion, on the large 
tornado impacted park in the town center.

Combine funds– Public and private part-
nerships can yield the best projects. Fenton 
has a half  dozen exciting potential new 
projects. It is fair and appropriate to spend 
limited town monies on projects that will 
bring the entire town center, and hence all 
of  the town and region alive. By building the 
public infrastrucure for a new intersection, 
for instance, an entire entertainment zone 
may take on new life.   
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Collaboration and Coordination lead to harmony and holistic community change.
The past is over; the future is bright. Every day we learn of  added national, state and regional organizations and agencies seeking 
healthy, sustainable, walkable and livable communities. These interests to restore and recycle town centers are coming fast. Indeed, 
change is coming much faster than most communities can respond to. For this reason, working together now to anchor a practical, 
implementable, yet visionary dream of  gigantic proportions, sets the stage for finding funds. As Daniel Burnham said, “make no little 
plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood.”  Grant organizations are looking for those hard to find towns that are ready for change 
and that are willing to collaborate, integrate, harmonize, energize and work together, in unison, to receive monies, spend them wisely, 
evaluate, refine and get outstanding results that bring praise.  Fenton is ready as soon as its vision is built, expressed and promoted.

Where will these new monies be found?  We are banking on the following.  Look for new monies, taxing incen-
tives and other resources and assets to be available for the following:  (1) City core energy footprint and all other 
actions leading to a more sustainable town center and lifestyle for Fenton’s citizens; (2) Green buildings and land-
scaping in all public and private development. This includes natural processes for stormwater drainage, groundwa-
ter recharge and flood management; (3) Healthier lives, greater access to active living and greater access to healthy 
foods. This can include community gardens, farmers markets, small green grocers; (4) Aging in place initiatives. 
As America ages there will be strong and powerful lobbies for getting our infrastructure in order, including invest-
ments in ADA, transit and added nonmotorized mobility; (5) Complete Streets and Safe Routes to School mon-
ies. These programs will receive added prioritization in Congress, and at state levels in Michigan; (6) Projects that 
promote efficient use of  energy and conservation of  available resources in the design, construction, maintenance 
and operation of  public and private facilities, infrastructure and equipment; (7) Systems and support for climate-
friendly vehicles to reduce energy use and carbon emissions. Consider an Electric Vehicle (EV) zone for the entire 
downtown. To do this, speeds must be designed for, posted and held to 25 mph. You can do all these things.

4. Communications 
and outreach

Rings	of	Stakeholder	Involvement

3. Input and 
feedback 
meetings

2. Task 
forces

1. Core 
problem      
solving 

group

All projects are launched, worked on and overseen by a 
small, disciplined core team– Fenton most likely already 
has a small working group that supports a downtown vi-
sion.  If  not, form one. Keep the team small (6-10 is best), 
then assign added groups to carry out specific changes, such 
as implementing working crosswalks, getting landscaping 
ideas together and underway, cleaning up building facades, 
creating a new plaza.  Fenton is large enough to qualify for 
a full time specialist that focuses all of  their time and talent 
on bringing about these changes. As a vision is detailed and 
ready to carry out, lots of  input and feedback is still needed, 
then a broad plan for communications and outreach with 
media and organized community groups further builds re-
sults. Work with the Michigan Municipal League, the AARP 
the Health community, with your children. It is amazing 
how many town have found added energy from unlikely 
sources.
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Moving Towards Change: Mixing Uses and 
Connecting Streets

Walkable and livable communities can’t develop without transit, dense 
development, a mix of  land uses and strong street connectivity. Most 
existing codes do not tolerate – let alone encourage – such forward-
thinking development. Instead, codes have generated misplaced 
development, forcing residents into their cars and leaving their 
neighborhoods to access basic services. 

Progressive officials and developers, planning board members, 
architects, the health community and others have seen the need to 
embrace a better system, one that promotes sustainability, eco-friendly 
practices, walkability, and transit-friendly designs. Unfortunately, their 
efforts have been slowed by outdated code and regulations.

A number of  cities have even drafted visionary plans. However, too 
often these plans are relegated to back shelves as leaders and planners 
grapple with code-related challenges. The question is: how can we 
shape codes to encourage better development?

The first step is to develop a process that is inclusive, comprehensive, 
integrated, transparent and clear. Many people need to take part, 
including many individuals and groups that have been staying home 
hoping someone else would take charge. Even more significant, there 
are groups that favor existing power systems that they comprehend 
and sometimes control. Great towns require everyone to be on 
board with needed changes. Otherwise those skilled at “griping” will 
effectively oppose and put down changes they did not initiate.

1. Fully engage all stakeholders to develop a vision. Enlist 
both the general public and the development community in the 
process of  creating new code that supports smart, complete, and 
predictable standards for development. Include stakeholders with 
differing opinions to help create a vision that is holistic, practical 
and collaborative. Broad support will provide the necessary political 
shield for leaders to write, adopt and enforce new codes that promote 
sustainability, green design, active living and livable communities. 

2. Understand that many factors affect the built environment. 
New proposals should address all of  the factors that can influence 
design standards, not just the obvious ones. For example, tenant 
expectations shouldn’t be an afterthought.
 

3. Create a master plan that clearly communicates the 
development expectations. Standards that are clear, concise, and 
predictable are more likely to be accepted and successful.  Standards 
must be highly graphical and easy to understand for both builders and 
regulators.  Programs should be reviewed and evaluated yearly, and 
amended as appropriate.
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A municipality does not need to change its entire book 
of  codes overnight. In fact, it’s probably smarter to make 
such changes incrementally. For example, when Miami-
Dade  created its Parks and Open Space Master Plan, the 
vision stated, “To facilitate the creation of  great streets, 
Miami-Dade  must move beyond vehicular performance-
based street design and instead design streets that are 
defined by their role in the community. While streets should 
have a minimum level of  accessibility to all modes of  
transportation, not all streets require the same details.”

Such lofty goals require a comprehensive vision that 
supports updating codes. Having adopted a parks and 
open-space plan that is seamless across community borders, 
Miami-Dade is positioned to revise codes and regulations 
that will appeal to developers by allowing them to 
strengthen land uses and create broader, more marketable 
types of  homes. Additionally, developers will be able to 
work within these new guidelines to meet the public’s 
demands – including greater affordability, diversity, home 
“scaling” to boost energy efficiency, enhanced security, and 
increased property values. 

We must take the time during this latest market lull to “right 
the ship.” Leaders recognize the need for downtowns and 
infill projects in the right location to draw people near and 
far to well made, lovable, memorable places that they want 
to return to. 

As they do this, they will be creating walkable streets, 
balancing automobiles with pedestrians and alternative 
modes of  transportation, and melding land-use decisions 
with transportation goals. In time, they will adopt new 
form-based codes with district design standards, block 
developments, typical streetscapes, and a vision plan to 
focus future development.  When the market recovers, 
these towns will be prepared to receive development as 
part of  a community vision resulting in a more sustainable, 
vibrant and livable city.

It is admirable that so many communities want to promote 
walkable, livable communities. The next step is for 
governments, residents, developers and planners to work 
together to make this reality. It’s time to throw out archaic 
codes and create new rules that foster smarter growth.

Lane widths:

“The	underlying	engineering	hypothesis	of	
lane	width	and	roadway	widenings	is	that	road	
infrastructure	improvements	will	reduce	both	
fatalities	and	injuries.	However,	it	is	not	found	
that	this	hypothesis	(of	lane	widenings)	can	be	
supported.	Results	actually	tend	to	suggest	the	
counter	intuitive	hypothesis	that	these	type	of	road	
“safety	improvements”	actually	lead	to	statistically	
significant,	though	small,	increases	in	total	fatalities	
and	injuries,	all	else	being	equal.”	
  … Robert B. Noland, TRB 2001
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Growing Green and Smart requires the right 
land use tools to be in place, a good understand-
ing by the entire community on why these tools are 
important, and an adherence by the all decision 
makers and the development community to meet 
these goals and objectives. Our analysis of  the 
Weld County Comprehensive Plan shows that 
many of  the tools that are needed are in place. 
Meanwhile, each decision that is reached must 
now follow these recommendations in order to end 
up with the built environment that will lead to 
good health. 
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How Smart Growth Fits Into Small Towns
Author:	Anna	Haines

For	politicians	and	developers,	advocating	for	“smart	
growth”	is	easy.	But	for	small	towns,	pursuing	those	goals	
can	be	a	challenge.	Researchers	Anna	Haines	and	Mary	
Edwards	examined	the	“smart	growth”	plans	of	30	small	
communities	to	see	just	how	well	small	towns	can	adopt	
smart	growth	ideals.

	Smart	growth	has	become	ubiquitous	and	controversial	as	
one	of	the	chief	and	contrasting	alternatives	to	sprawl.	A	
number	of	states	over	the	past	decade	have	passed	compre-
hensive	planning	laws	of	which	many	have	included	smart	
growth	principles.	Wisconsin’s	law,	passed	in	1999,	instant-
ly	became	known	within	the	state	as	the	“smart	growth”	
law.	Some	of	the	key	drafters	of	the	original	bill	decry	the	
use	of	the	term	“smart	growth”	in	reference	to	the	law	and	
prefer	the	more	descriptive	title	--	Wisconsin’s	Comprehen-
sive	Planning	and	Smart	Growth	Law	--	to	emphasize	the	
comprehensive	planning	focus	of	the	law.	The	law	essen-
tially	defines	a	comprehensive	plan,	details	fourteen	local	
comprehensive	planning	goals,	outlines	efforts	to	promote	
public	participation,	requires	consistency	between	zoning,	
subdivision,	official	map	ordinances	and	the	comprehensive	
plan	and	provides	limited	funding	to	local	governments	
to	assist	in	preparing	plans.	We	undertook	to	evaluate	30	
comprehensive	“smart	growth”	plans	that	had	been	adopted	
under	this	law	to	find	out	to	what	extent	community	com-
prehensive	plans	include	goals	and	policies	that	promote	
smart	growth.

As	it	turns	out,	our	set	of	communities	had	very	small	popu-
lations	ranging	from	about	10,000	on	the	high	end	to	about	
600	on	the	low	end.	These	local	governments	represented	
cities,	villages	and	towns,	and	each	had	applied	for	and	suc-
cessfully	received	state	grant	funding	to	assist	in	preparing	
plans.	Within	the	grant	application,	each	community	was	
required	to	state	how	they	would	address	each	of	the	four-
teen	local	comprehensive	planning	grant	goals.	To	better	
understand	how	the	communities	were	generally	address-
ing	smart	growth	principles	under	this	new	“smart	growth”	
law,	we	chose	to	examine	a	specific	set	of	six	smart	growth	
goals.	These	goals	are	included	in	the	state’s	fourteen	local	
planning	goals,	which	also	have	analogues	among	the	smart	
growth	principles	developed	by	the	Smart	Growth	Network.	
The	six	goals	are:	directing	new	development	toward	exist-
ing	development;	creating	walkable	communities;	providing	
a	variety	of	transportation	choices;	preserving	open	space,	

farmland	and	critical	environmental	areas;	fos-
tering	distinctive	attractive	communities	with	
a	strong	sense	of	place;	and	creating	a	range	of	
housing	choice	and	opportunity.

Addressing Smart Growth Goals
So,	what	did	we	find?	First,	the	good	news.	In	
terms	of	smart	growth	goals,	all	30	communi-
ties	addressed	the	preservation	of	open	space,	
farmland	and	critical	environmental	areas.	
Similarly,	nearly	all	(96	percent)	addressed	the	
goals	of	creating	a	range	of	housing	choice	for	
residents	and	fostering	distinct	and	attractive	
communities.	

In	contrast	and	perhaps	the	bad	news	is	that	
we	found	about	one-quarter	of	communities	
did	not	have	any	goals	related	to	either	creat-
ing	walkable	communities	or	developing	a	
variety	of	transportation	choice.	In	addition,	
about	40	percent	of	the	communities	only	
addressed	these	two	goals	in	a	narrow	sense,	
for	example,	for	one	area	of	the	community	or	
for	one	group	in	the	community	(the	elderly	
for	example).	Almost	one-fifth	did	not	include	
provisions	for	directing	new	development	
toward	existing	development.	When	we	turn	to	
policy,	the	news	gets	worse.	

In	examining	the	presence	or	absence	of	a	set	
of	policies	under	each	of	the	six	goals,	we	
found	that	many	smart	growth	policies	under	
five	of	the	six	goals	(housing	choice,	transpor-
tation	choice,	sense	of	place,	walkability,	and	
directing	development)	are	barely	addressed,	if	
at	all.	These	policies	reflect	those	promoted	by	
the	Smart	Growth	Network.

Another	way	in	which	we	evaluated	these	
plans	was	to	score	each	one	based	on	the	
inclusion	of	smart	growth	policies.	We	scored	
each	plan	and	its	policies	with	the	highest	
score	possible	60	points.	We	were	struck	by	
the	very	low	scores	overall,	averaging	just	
13.21.	In	delving	into	the	data,	we	found	that	
cities	and	villages	averaged	a	slightly	higher	
score	of	17.91	points.	This	score	contrasts	with	
towns	which	received	an	average	of	only	9.11	
points.
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Small Towns Not Growing Smartly?
Despite	these	low	scores	and	the	lack	of	
attention	paid	to	the	smart	growth	policies	
encouraged	by	proponents	of	smart	growth,	
it	was	far	too	easy	to	conclude	that	these	
smaller	communities	are	simply	not	growing	
smartly.	This	kind	of	thinking	would	have	
emphasized	the	kind	of	urban	bias	that	the	
planning	profession	is	accused	of.	Thus,	we	
looked	more	closely	at	the	plans	to	see	what	
other	kinds	of	policies	they	had	included	in	
them.	These	policies	largely	addressed	the	
close	relationship	these	communities	have	
with	both	their	local	rural	economy	in	con-
junction	with	local	natural	resources.	Poli-
cies	included	encouraging	local	businesses	to	
feature	locally-grown	and	-produced	agricul-
ture	and	forest	products,	and	ensuring	that	
all	future	mining	operations	will	someday	be	
reclaimed	to	a	natural	setting.	Thus,	the	lack	
of	“smart	growth”	goals	and	policies	does	
not	mean	these	communities	are	indifferent	
to	growing	smart,	rather	it	means	that	these	
communities	are	preparing	plans	that	address	
their	own	reality,	but	not	in	a	neat	and	tidy	
way	that	may	define	them	as	“smart	growth”	
communities.

We	concluded	that	a	broader	conversation	
needs	to	occur	to	define	what	smart	growth	is	
to	small	cities	and	rural	areas	and	to	identify	
a	set	of	principles	they	can	use	to	help	guide	
their	plans	and	decision	making.	Small	towns	
and	rural	areas,	typically	characterized	by	
low	densities	and	large	land	areas,	are	diverse	
and	complex	and	confront	different	challeng-
es	than	do	their	urban	counterparts.	Because	
our	planning	methods	must	meet	the	needs	of	
both	large	and	small	communities,	a	unique	
set	of	smart	growth	guidelines	and	policies	
specifically	targeted	to	small	and	rural	com-
munities	to	assist	them	in	implementing	a	
smart	growth	agenda	would	go	far	in	ensur-
ing	that	this	agenda	is	indeed	meant	for	all	
communities.

Anna	Haines,	Ph.D.,	is	an	associate	professor	and	director	
of	the	Center	for	Land	Use	Education	at	the	University	of	
Wisconsin	–	Stevens	Point.

Mary	Edwards	is	an	assistant	professor	with	the	Depart-
ment	of	Urban	and	Regional	Planning	at	University	of	
Illinois	at	Urbana-Champaign.

Note:	This	article	is	an	adaptation	of	a	study	published	in	
the	Fall	2007	issue	of	the	Journal	of	Planning	Education	
and	Research.

Interesting	observations	that	I	think	underscore	a	major	
problem	those	of	us	in	community	revitalization	face	
daily---apathy	from	the	public	at	large	relative	to	what	we	
see(but	the	public	generaly	does	not	think	about)	as	major	
societal	trends.	I	work	as	a	revitalization	consultant	in	
commnunities	large	and	small.	City	and	non-profit	staffs	
are	always	abuzz	over	the	latest	state	program	for	Smart	
Growth	or	TOD	or	(insert	program).	The	public	sadly	is	
not--with	an	exception	here	or	there--no	matter	how	well	
the	concept	is	presented.

They	sell	the	idea	to	the	City	Council	who	is	not	going	to	
pass	up	the	money--they’d	be	crazy	to,	plus	the	concepts	
behind	the	money	are	sound.	Yet	when	it	comes	right	
down	to	it,	we	have	not	yet	reached	the	LONG	EMER-
GENCY	that	Jim	Kunslter	has	written	about	with	respect	
to	fossil	fuels	and	while	the	name	Andres	Duany	is	a	
relatively	big	deal	to	us	in	the	field--people	know	who	
is	Dancing	With	The	Stars	or	who	is	on	American	Idol	
far	better	than	any	urban	thinker/theorist--no	matter	how	
profound	she/he	may	be.	I	know	nothing	of	Mr.	Duany’s	
dancing	or	singing	skills,	but	I	can	assure	you	the	public’s	
interest	is	not	apt	to	change	anytime	soon.

I	am	a	smart	growth	proponent,	a	member	of	the	Congress	
for	New	Urbanism	and	I	hardly	ever	drive--but	I	can	as-
sure	you	that	when	it	comes	to	driving--I	am	in	a	small	
minority.	If	“video	killed	the	radio	star”	then	apathy	and	
dropping	real	estate	prices	will	kill	Smart	Growth-in	any	
size	community.	It’s	sad	and	maddening	at	the	same	time.
There	is	still	a	lot	of	work	to	do.	I	live	in	Washington	DC-
-we	have	superb	public	transit	that	reaches	out	into	the	
suburbs--yet	still	the	interstate	is	bumper-to-bumper	every	
morning.



Page	 84

Project:______________________________________________________________Date:_______________
Location of  Project: ____________________________________________________

A Walkable & Bicycle Friendly Checklist 

Project Recommendations
When designing a new development, we recommend that planners, architects, landscape architects, engineers and 
developers check proposed development projects carefully for their potential walkability and bikeability. Small de-
tails make a big difference and can lead to a healthier lifestyle.

Please check off  items as you go through the list. Submit this list, along with your design plans.

INITIAL ANALYSIS

 Imagine a virtual walk of  the project from various surrounding locations and from within the project. Imagine      
that you are walking to the project from the nearest bus stop, the nearest residential area, etc.
 Imagine a virtual bike ride to the project from various surrounding locations.
 Plot the potential walking and biking routes from the various surrounding locations.
 Identify potential barriers to walking and biking for the project and how they might be removed.
 Visit the location of  the potential project and walk and bike in the vicinity of  the project.

CONNECTIVITY – How well does the project connect to the surrounding community for walkers and bikers?

 Are direct, short and clearly adjacent routes to entrances provided?
 Does the building or project provide convenient access from neighboring uses?
 If  feasible, is access provided on all sides?
 Does the project provide short cuts for bicyclists and walkers to adjacent uses?
 Does the project give priority to access to walkers and bicyclists? Does the project encourage you to walk or         
bike?
 Does the project connect to nearby walking/biking lanes or trails?

ENTRANCES

 Are entrances to the building(s) directly adjacent to the street?
 Are entrances convenient to transit?
 Is the building’s primary entrance and address well marked so that walkers and bicyclists can readily locate      
    the building and how to access it?
 Are the setbacks beneficial or detrimental to walkers? Note: Setbacks may be visually attractive but can dis         
    courage walking by adding greater distance to entrances, unless treated appropriately.

The following document is a model of what we could require of all new development in order to assess the 
walkability and bikeability of proposed projects.
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Publications authored by 
Dan Burden and others
 ITE’s Traffic Safety Toolbox (bicycling)
Dan developed the chapter in the ITE Traffic Safety Toolbox (“The Yellow Book”) that addresses steps 
that can be taken to enhance designs inclusive of  the safety needs of  bicyclists. (Available through ITE, 
written circa 1994).

12 Steps Toward Walkable Communities
One of  Dan’s earliest works, written while at the Florida Department of  Transportation. This publica-
tion combines each of  the ingredients leading toward walkability in a simple, graphic format. Provides 
both text and graphic support for the reader to better grasp the concepts and approaches needed to 
achieve walkability. Available through the Florida Department of  Transportation and electronically 
through: 
 
www.walkable.org/resources, written in April 1995.   http://www.walkable.org/assets/
downloads/12STEPS.pdf

Street Design Guidelines for Healthy Neighborhoods
Dan assembled a team of  five experts and, charrette style, they produced one of  the earliest defini-
tive guides to the design of  streets for all users of  the street. This guide has come to be used widely 
throughout North America as the starting point and a check point for new street design. (Available 
through the Local Government Commission Bookstore, www.lgc.org/bookstore, written in 1996).
 
Oregon Main Street Guide
Under a contract to the Oregon Department of  Transportation, Dan facilitated a team of  50 engineers, 
planners and Main Street stakeholders to create the Oregon Main Street Guide. (Available through the 
Oregon Department of  Transportation, written in 1998).

Citizens Guide to Traffic Calming (Streets and Sidewalks, People and Cars)   Dan Burden and 
Paul Zykofsky teamed together to develop a hands-on guide to traffic calming North America’s streets. 
Written for the lay person, many towns, cities and states use this as their guide to communicating a bet-
ter way to design streets.  (Available through the Local Government Commission Bookstore  (www.lgc.
org/bookstore, written in 2000).

Emergency Responders Guide to Traffic Calming and Healthy Streets
Dan Burden and Paul Zykofsky teamed together to develop a publication that specifically addresses 
the needs of  Emergency Responders as they explore ways to collaborate with their communities on 
the design  and layout of  streets systems that work for everyone’s needs. (Available through the Local 
Government Commission Bookstore   (www.lgc.org/bookstore, , written in 2000).

  
How Can I Find and Help Build a Walkable Community?
Written by Dan Burden to help the average new home buyer, retiree, or person looking to settle into 
a new job or locating (or building) a Walkable and Livable Community.  This nine-page article is well 
illustrated with photos of  the most walkable communities. At the end of  the article is a listing, state 
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by state, of  example walkable communities. This is only 
available in electronic form through:www.walkable.org/
resources written in 1996. http://www.walkable.org/as-
sets/downloads/How%20Can%20I%20Find%20and%20
Help%20Build%20a%20Walkable%20Community.pdf

22 Benefits of  Urban Street Trees
A current publication that overcomes many of  the tired 
myths of  urban street trees, pointing out the safety, aes-
thetic, monetary, environmental, walkability, sustainability 
principles and practices of  urban street trees.  
This is only available in electronic form through www.
walkable.org/resources, written in 2008.
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/22%20Ben-
efits%20of%20Urban%20Street%20Trees.

22 Reasons for Paved Shoulders (and Bike Lanes)
Written by Michael Ronkin, but popularized through the 
Walkable  Communities web site for the past fifteen years. 
A current publication that explains that most of  the ben-
efits of  both paved shoulders and bike lanes are a value to 
all street users, especially motorists, but an important side 
benefit to bicyclists, pedestrians, deliveries  and much 
more.  This is only available in electronic form through 
www.walkable.org/resources, written in 2008.

Road Diets
In March, 1999 Dan Burden and Peter Lagerwey co-au-
thored the definitive article on Road Diets, coining and  
introducing the term to the world.  This concept to take 
away lanes to build healthier streets has now become a 
common tool in the traffic engineering world. Road Diets 
decrease crashes 20-70%, help bring down traffic  
speeds 2-7 mph (top end speeds even more), and oth-
erwise build more walkable, livable, bicycle and transit  
friendly corridors. This is only available in electronic form 
through www.walkable.org/resources, written in 2008.
http://www.walkable.org/assets/downloads/roaddiets.
pdf

Healthy Development Checklist
Developed by Dan Burden for Weld County, Colorado. 
This useful checklist provides a self-evaluation, or guide, 
to the developer, planner, planning commissioner, or 
elected official on some of  the more common and impor-
tant parts of  a healthy development.  The list can be used 
for infill development, or green field development.  Well 
illustrated with color graphics and photos. This is only 
available in electronic form through www.walkable.org/
resources, written in 2008  http://www.walkable.org/as-
sets/downloads/healthy_development_checklist.pdf

Articles and Publications About Dan   

He Takes Back the Streets for Walking, TIME Maga-
zine, 2001  Time Magazine, in 2001 declared Dan 
as one of  the six most important civic innovators 
in a special series they ran. Check out the article to 
learn why. http://www.time.com/time/magazine/ar-
ticle/0,9171,1000144,00.html
 
Walk This Way, Men’s Health Best Life Magazine, By 
Will Rizzo, My Cause 2009
One of  the best overall graphic pieces on how to lay 
out a main street, written for advocates who wish to 
help reinvent their downtown.  http://www.walkable.
org/assets/downloads/BL0509MyCause.pdf

A Bumblebee for Walking, Great Lakes Bulletin, 2009  
Written by Keith Schneider for the Great Lakes 
Bulletin News Service, January, 2005.  Article is an 
interview with Dan and it features the way Dan is go-
ing about changing towns to look at traffic and town 
centers in new ways.   http://www.mlui.org/transpor-
tation/fullarticle.asp?fileid=16781
 
Crimes of  the Heart, NEWSWEEK Magazine, 2010
The importance of  an active life is brought out by the 
authors as they tell the story of  Dan Buettner (author 
of  Blue Zones) who took on the task to define how 
to better design a community for human health.  Dan 
Burden is quoted for his work to oversee re-design of  
the built environment for Albert Lea, Minnesota. In 
the article Dan Burden is quoted as saying, “Require 
that sidewalks and bike lanes be part of  every federally 
funded road project. The government already spends 
1 percent of	transportation	dollars	on	such	proj-
ects.	It	should	increase	the	level	to	2	to	3	percent.	
When	sidewalks	are	built	in	neighborhoods		 and	
downtowns,	people	start	walking.	“The	big	win	for	
city	government	is	that	anything	built	to	a	walkable	
scale	leases	out	for	three	to	five	times	more	money,	
with	more	tax	revenue	on	less	infrastructure,”	says	
Dan	Burden,	executive	director	of	the	Walkable	and	
Livable	Communities	Institute.	He	recommends	a	
“road	diet”	in	which	towns	eliminate	a	lane	or	two	
of	downtown		 traffic	and	substitute	sidewalks.	
“When	roads	slim	down,	so	do	people,”	he	says”	
http://www.newsweek.com/id/233006
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New	ICMA	Publication	on	Rural	Smart	Growth

26	July	2010

Download	free	report	that	examines	challenges	facing	rural	
communities	and	focuses	on	smart	growth	strategies.

ICMA	has	recently	released	a	new	publication	on	policies	and	
practices	to	guide	smart	growth	in	rural	communities.	“Put-
ting	Smart	Growth	to	Work	in	Rural	Communities,”	examines	
challenges	facing	rural	communities	and	focuses	on	smart	
growth	strategies	that	can	help	guide	new	growth	in	rural	ar-
eas,	while	protecting	natural	and	working	lands	and	preserving	
the	rural	character	of	existing	communities.	
In	the	United	States,	about	75	percent	of	the	land	area	is	rural,	
and	17	percent	of	the	population,	or	about	49	million	people,	
live	in	rural	communities.	Today,	many	rural	communities	
are	facing	changes	and	challenges.	Some	are	losing	popula-
tion	and	seeing	fewer	family	farms	and	farmers.		Others	are	
becoming	bedroom	communities	and	losing	land	to	rapid	
growth	on	metropolitan	edges.	Many	struggle	with	limited	ac-
cessibility,	which	can	prevent	critical	goods	and	services	from	
reaching	these	communities	and	make	access	to	jobs	difficult,	
as	well	as	with	limited	planning	capacity,	which	can	make	
planning	for	change	a	challenge	and	lead	to	haphazard	devel-
opment	patterns.
Strategies	and	supporting	tools	and	policies	are	centered	
around		three	goals:	1)	supporting	the	rural	landscape	by	
creating	an	economic	climate	that	enhances	the	viability	of	
working	lands	and	conserves	natural	lands;	2)	helping	existing	
places	to	thrive	by	taking	care	of	assets	and	investments	such	
as	downtowns,	Main	Streets,	existing	infrastructure,	and	plac-
es	that	the	community	values;	and	3)	creating	great	new	places	
by	building	vibrant,	enduring	neighborhoods	and	communities	
that	people,	especially	young	people,	don’t	want	to	leave.	
The	report	uses	case	studies	from	local	governments,	states,	
and	nonprofit	groups	from	across	the	country	to	highlight	how	
the	strategies,	tools,	and	policies	have	successfully	imple-
mented	smart	growth	strategies	to	support	rural	lands,	revi-
talize	existing	communities,	and	create	great	new	places	for	
new	and	long-time	residents,	as	well	as	visitors.		Case	studies	
include	building	the	agritourism	industry	in	Vermont;	invest-
ing	in	preserving	rural	towns	and	landscapes	in	Kentucky;	and	
protecting	rural	character	through	compact	growth	in	Sioux	
Falls,	South	Dakota,	among	others.

The	full	report	is	available	at	www.icma.org/ruralsmartgrowth.

New	Designs	for	Growth	represents	a	col-
laboration	of	efforts	promoting	planning	
and	development	best	practices	that	accom-
modate	growth	and	maintain	quality	of	life	
in	Northwest	Lower	Michigan				

www.newdesignsforgrowth.org/

The	above	link	with	take	you	to	New	De-
signs	for	Growth	Development	Guidebook.		
I	helped	with	this	publication	for	the	small	
rural	communities	in	NW	Lower	Michigan.		
It’s	a	pretty	good	resource	document.			

Russell	A.	Soyring,	AICP
Director	of	Planning
City	of	Traverse	City
400	Boardman	Avenue
Traverse	City,	MI	49684	
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Resources
1000 Friends of  Oregon: www.friends.org
Better Environmentally Sound Transportation:
www.best.bc.ca

CivicInfo: www.civicinfo.bc.ca
Federation of  Canadian Municipalities: www.fcm.ca
International Downtown Association:
www.ida-downtown.org

James Taylor Chair in Landscapes and Livable Environments
UBC: www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/about.html
New Rural Economy:
www.landcentre.ca/lcframeweb.cfm?ID=5382

New Schools Better Neighbourhoods: www.nsbn.org
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Centre:
www.walkinginfo.org

Project for Public Spaces: www.pps.org
Smart Growth BC:
www.smartgrowth.bc.ca

Smart Growth America: www.smartgrowthamerica.org

Smart Growth Network: www.smartgrowth.org

Sustainable Communities Network: www.sustainable.org

The Land Centre: www.landcentre.ca

US Green Building Council: www.usgbc.org

Victoria Transport Policy Institute: www.vtpi.org

Walkable Communities Inc.: www.walkable.org

West Coast Environmental Law: www.wcel.org
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